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 The Ninth Chapter of the Gospel of John keeps picking on me.  It is a 
funny story dripping with irony.  John drops concepts into my perceptual 
field like pearls into sweet cream.  So I keep going back, peeking around the 
edges of verses hoping to stumble into a chasm of understanding and a 
glimpse of glory. 
 

 The disciples, eager puppies, good students all, say, “OK Jesus, 
here’s a test case; (their little organization kinda looks like a rabbinical 
school so they are pretending to be lawyers without ever having taken an 
LSAT, harrumph), Why’s that beggar blind?  Did he sin or did his parents?”  
It’s a case of attempting to infer backwards from a problem to its probable 
cause.  How do you know the world?  Where does meaning coalesce and 
emerge?  Is there a karmic one-to-one ratio between sin and suffering and 
can I head off future pain at the pass by an enhanced, hyper-effective reli-
gious transaction in the present? 
 

 Those are all epistemological questions.  How do we know?  How do 
we perceive and understand our universe?  How do we effect changes in it? 
 

  One of the great discoveries of B. F. Skinner, founder of modern  

behaviorism was the variable schedule of reinforcement.  It is the most effec-
tive way to train and reinforce behavior.  Select a target behavior you want to 
strengthen, reinforce it randomly, periodically and intermittently when it is 

exhibited, and you will get an organism pushing a button for cookies until it 
dies, even though most of the time it doesn’t get any cookies.  

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “BLINDED BY THE LIGHT” 

… /// ... 
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 This is appropriately called the gambler’s schedule of reinforcement.  
Take four soda machines.  One never gives you a soda. One gives you a  
soda every time. One gives you a soda every other time without fail.  And 
one gives you a soda some of the time but once in a while and you don’t 
know when, it takes your money and gives you nothing.  The last machine 
will always have the most money in it and will always elicit the most soda-
hunting behavior. 
 
 The people who own us know that.  The lottery officials know     
exactly how many times their target customers will scratch off before they 
give up in disgusted realization of whose pocket is filling up and whose 
pocket is emptying out.  Right on the brink of the realization that the lottery 
is taxes for the mathematically challenged, an average random win will       
reinforce more buying and scratching.  They don’t have to know us person-
ally.  We’re not even exceptional pawns on the chessboard, but just average 
normals that fit well-defined parameters. 
 
 Back to the disciples…..so who committed the sin?  Precisely the 
reason people believe such nonsense is that 1) it is actually true some of the 
time, 2) it is coincidentally a fact some of the time, and 3) it is totally unre-
lated to truth some of the time but probable, and therefore up for discussion. 
 
 One way we make sense of the universe is through noting the rela-
tionship of good and evil, right and wrong, light and dark, behavior and out-
come, crime and punishment, stimulus and response or cause and effect.  
Initially it is easier and convenient to try to organize the world causally.  
The map corresponds to the territory often enough to be at least minimally 
useful.  It is like a topographical map of a mountain jungle.  You can read it 
and see based on the elevations and distances, approximately how long it 
will take you to walk a kilometer, but you’re clueless as to the vines and the 
tigers. 
 In reality you are blind, but you think you can see because you have 
a topo map.  You have some, but not all information.  

… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Blinded by the Light” 
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Often you can get by this way, since everybody else is operating out of ap-
proximately the same consensus reality. But like the great generals say, “No 
strategy survives the first engagement with the enemy.” 
  
 Let’s say that somebody tells me to hit Middle C on the piano.  
Bonk, I do it.  The stimulus is the order to do it.  The response is compli-
ance, simple cause and effect.  But what caused the requester to ask for that 
behavior?  How did she move her mouth to form the words.  What air sculp-
ture crashed into my tympanic membrane to vibrate the cilia in my cochlear 
structure?  Why did those vibrations mean anything when the electrical 
charge travelled up the nerve into my brain?  How did I get from there to 
putting my finger over the correct piano key?   
 
 Newton wasn’t wrong.  You exert force against matter and it moves.  
The transaction seems obvious on the surface.  What force of sin could cause 
human blindness?  Let me see now. Hmm……plastering mud in eye sockets 
would seem to cause loss of vision.  Maybe that was Jesus’ dramatic way of 
getting the disciples to see that mud in your eye is one possible way to re-
store sight, and that the cosmos is far too complex to draw a simple map.   
  
 To play Middle C involves a virtual infinite amount of inter-synaptic 
electrical, chemical and molecular exchanges from the cortex to the finger 
and back.  Imagine an army.  It is one trillion cholinesterase units strong, 
deployed on the front lines of one billion dendrite pseudopod beachheads.  
Their eaters and destroyers are lined up behind them, one trillion acetycho-
line units, contained by a weak electrical fence. 
 
 Everybody’s on base, like in ‘Tag’.  Anything in the synaptic gap 
between axon and dendrite is fair game like in ‘Stealsticks’.  Out there 
you’re in the Bering Strait from Hades.  And when the electrical charge 
comes down the neuron you gotta jump in.  The Cholinesterase troops at the 
back of the queue get eaten by Big-Mouth Acetycholine troops when neural 
lightning knocks the fence down. 

… /// ... 
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This drama is relayed sub-microscopically and serially from neuron to neu-
ron from cerebral cortex to finger and back, a distance proportionately vast-
er than from here to the Big Bang.  Carry the message, get eaten once the 
message is delivered…a thousand times….at each of a billion locations….in 
a row…in a MICROSECOND. 
 
 You may wish to call a deployment on that scale of personnel and 
material a causal thing of Eisenhowerly MacArthurian proportions.          
We know the map but the territory is magnificently vast and unknowable.  
No one can consciously cause each molecular unit to do what it’s supposed 
to do in the time frame allowed.  Except God, who I’ve heard puts every 
snowflake exactly where it is supposed to fall. 
 
 Just to play Middle C with one finger involves more creation than 
ten thousand nursery schools and more destruction that ten thousand           
D-Days.  Control that, Podna!  You can’t.  It’s a miracle.  Some folks call it 
the law of cause and effect.  Others proclaim it the good news of grace and 
miracle. 
 
 So the disciples ask Jesus to teach epistemology. How do we know 
the universe?  Give us the color-coded causes and we’ll go get the effects.  
Their question is triply blind, crass and moralistic.  “Why’s the beggar 
blind?  Did he drink too much canned heat, or did his mother have a venere-
al disease?” There is an implied insult in the question. 
 
 I think they actually grossed out Jesus.  He refused to respond in 
their world view and gave them pure theology instead…..”C’mon guys, get 
your minds out of the gutter of the material world of alleged cause and ef-
fect.  There’s more power out there than you know.  Can’t you see the hero-
ic divine vision in the formerly blind man?  Look at God’s revelation!  
Knowing nothing of how he got there he is sighted and saved for free! 

… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Blinded by the Light” 

 Several years ago, I witnessed the after-effects of a stone-cold mira-
cle.  A guy was going west on the South Beltway feeder approaching S. 
Post Oak at 100 mph.  His whiskey bottle was in his hand.  He jumped the 
curb and headed straight for a light pole and beyond that a used car lot sur-
rounded by an 8 foot fence.  There was a cable bracing the pole and he 
drove straight up the cable to the top of the pole, the pickup flipped to the 
right, and fell wheels down on three parked cars in the lot.  One of the fence 
posts was driven right through the driver’s door and up through the window 
frame, missing his left arm by an inch.  He slid over to the passenger door 
and opened it and stepped out, not realizing that he was a squashed car’s 
height off of the ground, so he flipped in the air and landed on his back, 
never letting go of the bottle.  Then he started wandering around, trying to 
find his way out of the locked fence.  People mobbed the outside of the 
fence shouting, “What happened?  Are you all right?”  He answered, “I 
don’t know, I just got here.” You should heard the wrecker drivers.  One 
look at the scene and they believed in Jesus.  
 
 That’s almost the same thing the blind beggar said when brought to 
task about his miracle of sight.  His neighbors turn him in for being able to 
see.  The religious authorities slap together a kangaroo court, but they have 
no evidence against him so they go after Jesus for breaking the Sabbath.  
They had him on 3 counts of 1st degree aggravated, willfully and malicious-
ly breaking the Sabbath.  1.  He made mud ointment. No practicing pharma-
cy on the Sabbath.  2.  He picked it up and put it somewhere else.  No farm-
ing or plowing on the Sabbath.  3.  He used it for healing purposes.  No doc-
toring on the Sabbath.  And the beggar can only say, “I don’t know. I just 
got here.  But funny thing, I can see now.” 
 
 The religious court said, “You weren’t really blind.”  Subpoena the 
parents.  They don’t know anything except that yeah, he was blind, and now 
it looks like he can see.  They say, “Ask him, we don’t want to get in-
volved”.  They may be upset because it was common then to blind a child 
and then live off their beggarly income.  Now somebody in the family is 
going to have to get a job. 
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 The court says, “A sinner like Jesus can’t make a blind man see.”  
The blind man says, “All I know is I was blind and now I see.”  It seems 
clear to the court that sinners can’t teach, sinners can’t pray, sinners can’t 
heal, and sinners can’t forgive.  The court appears to be blindly indicting 
itself. Every judgment we make is a judgment of our own condition.        
“You cheated,” says the cheater. 
 
 Finally, the ex-blind beggar took the offensive.  He refused to    
answer questions.  He started asking them instead, which is contempt of 
court.  “Why do you want to know, you want to be his disciples too?”  The 
Pharisees, blinded by the light kick him out of the temple for good.  Of 
course he was never allowed in there before because he was blind so he 
won’t be missing much. 
 
 It’s a funny story.  Every time the court says, WE KNOW, this or 
that, they get farther from the truth.   Every time the beggar says, “I don’t 
know,” he gets closer and closer to the truth.  Every time physical blind-
ness is spotlighted, spiritual blindness is lifted up as a twin theme.  It cre-
scendos to the final question of the opponents, “Are we also blind?”   
Hmmmmm….. 
 
 Perhaps we all are.  Sometimes it is hard to see with our hearts.  
Business as usual distracts and blinds us.  It is not that we are bad.  It is 
that we are inattentive.  We miss the richness and joy surrounding us.  Like 
the healed blind man, we follow the God which we haven’t yet seen, but 
we know he has loved, saved, awakened, and healed us for service. 
 
 By the way, sorry to bother you with all this palaver.  Here’s mud 
in your eye.  Go wash up! 
 
 See you in worship ……………………… Bergy  

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Blinded by the Light” 
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As you know our public gatherings for worship and for meetings and     
special services are temporarily suspended.   
 

Planned celebrations and events are for the time being, postponed but not 
cancelled.  The church is not closed or cancelled.  There has been someone 
in the office daily at least for a little while to answer phones and tend to 
printed services and the Crossties newsletter.  
 

We had initially planned to resume a more regular schedule on April 2, and 
be worshipping together on Palm Sunday, April 5.  I don’t know if that will 
be possible, with Houston and Harris County on voluntary lockdown.      
We will watch the news carefully and respond to new developments. I hope 
not but this may well extend even past Holy Week and Easter.   
 

We will keep in touch by emails and phone calls as the situation evolves 
and responsible decisions are made.   
 

Thank you for your prayers and God Bless You All!! 
 
 
 

Pastor Jim Berggren  

 

SAVE YOUR CANCELLED STAMPS 
 

Stamps on envelopes.  You were going to just recycle, shred or throw the    

envelopes away, right?  So instead, bring them to the box in the Family Life 

Center just waiting for your cancelled stamps.  The cancelled stamps are sent 

to Lutheran World Relief to help defray the cost of shipping baby care kits, 

personal care kits, school kits, sewing kits and quilts. 
 

Kay Vaccaro 
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DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
04/05/2020 

 
 
 
 

Isaiah 
50:4-9a 

 
 
 

31:9-16 

 
 
 
 

Philippians 
2:5-11 

 
 
 

Matthew 
27:11-54 

 
04/12/2020 

 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 
31:1-6 

 
 
 

118:1-2,  
14-24 

 
 

Colossians 
3:1-4 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 
28:1-10 

 
 

04/19/2020 

 
 
 

Acts  
2:14a, 22-32 

 
 
 

16 

 
 

1 Peter 
1:3-9 

 
 
 

John 
20:19-31 

 
 
 

04/26/2020 

 
 
 

Acts  
2:14a, 36-41 

 
 
 
 

116:1-4, 
12-19 

 
 

1 Peter 
1:17-23 

 

Luke  
24:13-35 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

 

APRIL  2020 

MARCH 2020 
 

Altar flowers were donated by: 
 

01   Chuck McWilliams In loving memory of Leonard Buaas.  

08   WELCA   To the Glory of God and thanks to God 

    for our blessings. 

15  HCLC   In celebration of Holy Cross 

    65th Anniversary. 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

22 Margaret Drushel 

 Mark Wegner 

 Patrick Kilkenny 

 Lindsay Doler 

25 Mim Wignes 

 26 Leticia Cortez 

27 Benita Alvarado 

28 Ed Cooper 

29 Betty Boeker 

 Ethan Fisher 

 Jennifer Navarro 

 Liliana Quesada 

30 Tommy Roberts 

 3 Julie Yanta 

 4 Albert Leps 

 6 Jeanette Dukleth 

10 Nairna Mira 

11 Richard Daze 

13 Hans Sunder 

15 David Farley 

 Herlinda Méndez 

 Mary Elena Sosa 

16 Arleine Serrato 

18 Ann Larson 

 Samantha de León 

19 Ernest Luker 
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RECYCLED CARDS FOR ST. JUDE PROGRAM 
 

Please remember to keep your Christmas cards and other cards for the chil-
dren at St. Jude and bring them later. 
 

The cards can be placed in the box located in the Family Life Center and I 
will send them to St. Jude for the children's projects.  
 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

PANTRY NEWS 
 

The pantry is thriving.  We have devised a method of serving that keeps 
us safe.  It seems to be working.   
 

We are seeing many people coming to us with food for us to distribute.  
It is so amazing to see the generosity of our community.           
 

Of course the use of the pantry is up. So many of our friends are scared 
that the supply of many things will run out.   
 

The pantry is in need of the following things:   
 

        Toilet Paper   

  Pasta                    

  Cereal                             

  Tuna 
 

If you want you can help us by shopping and donating the above items. 
We hope and pray that this crisis will be over soon and we can go back to 
being a bit more caring and grateful for the blessings in our lives.   
 

Mary White 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Elaine Snell 

Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 
 

 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 

FEBRUARY SERVICES IN 2020 

Saturday Informal Service  :    17 

Sunday Traditional Service :   65 

     Ash Wednesday Service :   53 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

 

FEBRUARY 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   25,309.00        

    Expenses           26,522.33 

    Balance       <$    1,213.33 > 
                                                                                                                           =============== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 56,868.00        

Expenditures year to date ..…       56,673.84 

Balance                                      $     194.16   
                                                                         ========== 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 0.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

Shelby Bockeloh 

Alice Braun 

Harold Braun 

Jay Byerly 

Verlene Furley 

Fred Gardner 

Jim Haley 

Nanette Luker 

Louise McDonnold 

Kim Rose 

Billy Sosa 

Dustin Todd 

Nancy Walton 

 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 Church Office  

101 Sussy Terry  

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Karen Davidson — Deacon                  
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIAN 
 

    Cathy Elijah             Music Director / Organist 
     

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Bettye Raschke                        Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

     Ricki Finstad     Treasurer-Elect 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

Office Manager and 
Events Coordinator 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 


